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 “Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst”(John 4:14).

The Church Hill Christian Wellness Center continues to minister to the whole person.  Our Mission Statement “to promote and nurture the persons in the process of recognizing and using their God-given gifts, talents and abilities to empower themselves and others” is the motivating force that gives structure to this ministry.  We strive daily to minister with the hope that the East End Community will develop spiritually, emotionally, physically, mentally and socially.  Our expectation is that at the end of the day, the Well did all that it could do to the best of its ability, the people’s physical needs were met, their spirits would have been enlightened and that God received the glory.

During the past year, the Well ministered to the East End Community resulting in the following:

· Food Pantry offered on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays distributed a total of 1,129 food bags serving 1,819 adults and 692 children.  73 of these bags were given out at Thanksgiving with $10.00 gift cards. The RBA WMU and churches donated over ninety gift cards for Thanksgiving.  Without the donations of food bags and a modest contribution from MARCH, the ministry of the Food Pantry could not have ministered to the number of participants that did receive food.  Even with donations, the Well had to spend $4,818.62 in purchasing food for the Pantry.  
· Christmas Store which always proves to be a great blessing to many served 149 families which totaled 370 children.  We have received many wonderful comments about the nice items that were donated and how pleased they were to have such a large variety of things to choose from.  The store has become so popular that the calls and inquiries for this year’s event have been tremendous. 
· Financial Assistance for lights, water and gas totaling $12,763.63 was given to ninety-two families.  The Well also helped sixty-three persons to obtain their prescriptions which totaled $2,435.03, rent assistance for several families amounted to $469.03 and a bus ticket for $114.00 was purchased so that a senior citizen whose wife died leaving him with no relatives within 800 miles could move to New York to be near his family. 
· Birth Certificates/ID’s which are needed to obtain housing, jobs, check cashing, etc were obtained for 126 persons.  That assistance totaled $1,449.00.

· Friday Bible Study is facilitated by volunteers from New Bethesda Baptist and Northside (Dover churches) and lunch is provided and served by volunteers from Second Baptist.  We have experienced significant growth over the last year and each Friday there is an average of twenty participants.  The atmosphere being so warm and friendly has attracted people from other faiths such as Catholic and Jehovah’s Witness.  
· Clothes Closet is opened on Mondays, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm, and more people are being referred by agencies to come.  The participants are grateful to receive clothing of such fine quality.  Many come seeking clothes to wear to church, funerals, court appearances 
or jobs and many thanks are given because they are pleased with their selections. We are receiving an abundance of clothes; however, household items, suits, and toiletries are in great demand.

· Exercise Classes are conveniently scheduled to meet the requested time of the participants.  Due to the pressure of the weights on the wooden floors, cracks are developing in the ceiling of the second floor.  In order to prevent more damages from occurring, I need mats to cover the area where the weight machines are located to buffer the pressure from the weights. 

· Literacy Classes were offered for the first time in the spring.  The classes began in April and ended in June.   The fall session for the Literacy Classes started in September along with GED Preparation Classes which is a new ministry.   

· Back-to-School Celebration was a great success.  The Well distributed 325 backpacks on August 21st and, to date, an additional 127 backpacks along with school supplies have been distributed.  If the question were asked, “Who enjoyed the event the most, the children or the volunteers?” The answer is “both equally enjoyed this day!”
Even though we were not able to aid everyone that came seeking assistance, the ministries that we were able to offer blessed many people.  Therefore, the Well is truly thankful to the RBA WMU, churches and individuals for their faithfulness, support, prayers, and generous giving to reach those that were blessed by these ministries. Without you, it would have been impossible to touch the lives of those who did receive assistance.  Many thanks go to the two hundred plus volunteers that gave of their time and talents so that the people could experience the love of God in action and it was because of their generous help to me that I am able to serve the East End as Community Missionary.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Glinda F. Ford

Community Missionary
