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Some years ago, I invested time in four young girls between the ages of 9 and 12. I was committed to taking them to church school and worship on Sunday mornings. We also participated in other activities such as visiting college campuses and attending other positive social events. All four of them accepted Christ and were baptized. However, when they became teenagers (about age 15) they stopped going to church and stopped participating in other events with me. Recently, a mother of one of the girls visited the SRBC and informed me that her daughter is faithfully attending church and is doing very well, and the mother is also attending church with her daughter.

The South Richmond Baptist Center (SRBC) remains diligent and committed to spreading the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Although many needs are met daily, the gospel is also shared daily and as the aforementioned story described, seeds that were planted earlier in life do make differences years later. The SRBC remains enthusiastic about witnessesing and offering ministries that not only meet persons at the point of their need but also promotes practical and spiritual growth.

This year the SRBC was able to offer many ministries to the community in which it serves. These ministries included the following:
· Thanksgiving Luncheon- The Thanksgiving Luncheon was attended by more than 100 persons. Afterwards, 90 Thanksgiving baskets were distributed.
· Christmas Store-The Christmas Store was a success as in previous years. The stored served 100 families and 246 children. New Bibles were provided for the store and over 50 Bibles were distributed to persons who shopped at the store. In addition, 136 volunteers gave over 500 hours of service to the store.
· Back to School Fellowship- In preparation for school, 272 children were delighted and blessed to receive new back packs with supplies to start school. The fellowship opened with prayer and words of encouragement were offered to the children to develop their God given abilities and do their best in school.  The night ended with refreshments and the parents were extremely thankful.
· Food Ministry-The food pantry ministry is offered each third and fourth Thursday of the month. This year, 1,100 households and 2,384 persons were served. Prior to the food being distributed each third and fourth Thursday, we have worship. In the months of May, June and July, doctors and nurses came to speak on health awareness. Blood pressure screenings were offered and blessing baskets distributed which added an extraordinary touch to this ministry.
· Clothes Closet – The clothes closet is offered four times a month. This year it was visited by over 580 persons. The SRBC distributed over 11,000 items of clothing. Volunteers of this ministry are provided through three different churches.
· Sewing Class-The sewing class was attended by mostly seniors who enjoyed the fellowship the class provided. Each Thursday morning before the sewing class, a Bible study was conducted on the book of Proverbs.  The mission outreach project for the class this year was to make lap blankets for the Envoy Nursing Home. The session ended in May with a luncheon at Tasteful Inspirational Restaurant.
· Tuesday Bible Study-Marie VanLear taught the Tuesday Bible Study. The focus was an in-depth study of the “B Attitudes”. The mission outreach project for the Bible Study group was to bring canned goods to help stock the food pantry. The closing activity for this group was a picnic at one of the class participant’s home.
· Benevolence- total Benevolence for community expenses were $34,000, this included housing, utilities, transportation, prescriptions, food pantry and other items.

I thank the WMU of Richmond for assigning churches to sponsor the luncheons for Thanksgiving, Christmas and our closing activity. The luncheons were enjoyed by all who attended. Thanks to the 112 volunteers who served over 300 hours at the center this year. In addition, I would like to thank the youth groups of Firm Believers in Christ, Huguenot Road Baptist Church, New Canaan Baptist Church, and St. Paul’s Baptist Church. A special thanks to Chalman Betts who served as a Sojourner at the center this summer. He did an outstanding job relating to children, teens and adults. Together we were able to dedicate one week of summer day camp at Joshua Learning Center. Chalman exceeded the expectations that were required of him.


Lastly, I was packing food bags to give out to the community and one of the volunteers informed me that a lady was there and specifically asked to speak with me. She walked in the pantry and told me she just wanted to say “hello”. She also said that her family was doing great, were working and still attending church. She then thanked me for all the love and help that she received through the center, gave me a hug and then left.  Through your continued financial support, contributions of time, prayers and other resources, the center continues to be a beacon light in the community. Thanks to the churches of the Richmond Baptist Association, Woman’s Missionary Union of Richmond and other individuals for your continued support. Together we continue to make a difference in the lives of others.
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