RBA Executive Council Meeting Minutes

February 15, 2007

Richmond Baptist Association
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday, February 15, 2007

Pine Street Baptist Church
400 South Pine Street
MINUTES

Associate Pastor Clint Jackson welcomed the Richmond Baptist Association to Pine Street Baptist Church and expressed regret from Pastor Phil Turner (who was undergoing surgery) that he could not be present.  Rev. Jackson gave the invocation and the attendees enjoyed a bountiful luncheon.

Vice Moderator Michael Geiger presided in the absence of Dr. Turner.  He expressed appreciation to the Pine Street Baptist Church for their hospitality and opened the meeting with a prayer.

Absentees were Dick Bidwell (RBA Parliamentarian), who is recuperating from eye surgery, and Bob Lewis (Lakeside), who had a funeral service that conflicted with his attendance.

There were no special guests to be recognized and no new Executive Council members present.

The minutes of the November 16, 2006, Executive Council Meeting were approved as distributed.

There was no unfinished business to come before the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Financial Reports: Mr. Bob Bass reported that some special gifts were received at year-end.  The week of prayer gifts totaled $89,713.21.  Funds exceeding $85,000 went to the Baptist Centers Education Fund.  Income totaled $533,296.32 and with the addition of the Week of Prayer amount, the total was $623,009.53.

A check was received from Brotherhood Mutual Insurance for $28,638, which was considerably more than had been received in the past.

RBA has operated for three years in the black and has put $150,000 back into the endowment fund that currently totals $205,000.  RBA had an excellent year financially and it is hoped 2007 will be equally good.
Camp Alkulana Dining Hall Expansion:  Rev. Paul Brasler reported that $120,000 had been raised in a little more than a year.  Bob Bass has led the renovation project and numerous individuals and church groups have volunteered many manhours.  The wooden bridge at the Camp washed out and Huguenot Road Church will replace the bridge with steel structure.  The Camp will have an Open House at the RBA Office on Sunday, March 25th, and will release the “Bright Eyes” memory book that includes memories, photos, and written contributions from former campers and counselors. Copies will be available for anyone desiring to purchase one.
Camp Alkulana is adjacent to 158 acres of privately owned land that is currently for sale.  A purchaser for all or part, which would give the Camp a conservation easement, would make Camp Alkulana’s site more secure.  Grace Kirkpatrick said there was one-half acre that contains a road to the Retreat House under adverse objection.

Baptist Centers Support Group: Ms. Marie Van Lear presented revised guidelines for the Baptist Centers Scholarship Funds. (Copy attached)  A motion was made and seconded that the guidelines be adopted and the motion carried.

Woman’s Missionary Union: Mrs. Wyatt Heisler, RBA WMU Director, presented her written report.  She announced that there would be a Leadership Team meeting the following week.
Fred Anderson, RBA Historian, shared that the Richmond Religious History Consortium is promoting an awareness of and appreciation of the Virginia Statute for Religious Liberty as authored by Thomas Jefferson and passed by the Virginia General Assembly in 1786.  The Consortium is collecting signatures on a petition that re-affirms the Statute and the concept of religious freedom.  Fred Anderson has materials that can be sent to RBA churches requesting participation in the educational project.  He can be contacted at the Virginia Baptist Historical Society at (804)289-8434.
Partnership Missions:  Rev. Pete du Plessis reported for Ruth Guill in her absence.  A 2007 Partnership Missions booklet is available.  He called attention to the Partnership Missions Cheat Sheet that gives a thumbnail sketch of numerous partnership missions. Opportunities for mission work can be found in Virginia, Appalachian Region, the Northeast (and especially New York), Liberia, China, South Africa.  The “Seeds of Renewed Hope” vegetable seed drive will take place this year with seed packets due by March 31st.  The VBMB has eight church plants in South Africa and RBA has two and is working on number three.

The Toronto Partnership, with Walter McIntyre as the new coordinator, has many opportunities for which churches can get involved.

If you don’t have one, get a passport.  Everyone should do that and have it on hand in case you need to travel – it is smarter to get it before you need it!

Regional Ministries Coordinator:  Rev. Nita May told the group there are 178 churches in the Richmond, Dover, and Middle District Associations.  She is trying to visit and get to know as many of the churches as possible.  She mentioned the 300th anniversary of the first Baptist Association formed in Philadelphia. She asked that churches send historic stories and pictures to the Central Virginia Baptist Ministries.  CVBM is committed to serve as a catalyst for the shared missions and ministries in the three associations.   She asked that churches in the RBA invite her to visit them to get acquainted or use her as a speaker.

Latin American Mission Project (LAMP):  Rev. Louis Orsatti reported on activities involving Latin Americans in the Richmond area.  Rev. Bill Damon from Chester Baptist Church is the new LAMP Chairman.  Little by little, the local churches are reaching that group of people.  Numerous upcoming events were announced.

RBA Staff:  Rev. Pete du Plessis gave his DOM report.  He mentioned numerous events that are scheduled for the spring:  Capital Region Pastor-Deacon Conference, April 2, Northminster Baptist Church; RBA’s Annual Spring Celebration, April 19, New Canaan Baptist Church; Capital Region Tri-Associational 2007 Vacation Bible School Leadership Conference, April 24, Huguenot Road Baptist Church; Central Virginia Raceway Ministries need for thousands of cookies on May 1 and 2; and Camp Alkulana’s annual fix-up and clean-up days on June 2 and 9.  He reminded attendees that Westover will host the May 17, 2007, Executive Council Meeting and Skipwith will host the August 16 Meeting.  The November 15th date is still open.

Meredith Carrington prepared color posters, flyers, and brochures about the Week of Prayer the third week in May.  The goal is $90,000.  Additional copies of the posters, flyers, and brochures may be ordered from the RBA.  

All churches were requested to send e-mails and correct addresses to RBA.  An e-mail announcing the Church of the Week goes to all church pastors and secretaries.  It is hoped that the information received is being used for special prayer times.

Pete told the Executive Council that change is inevitable in today’s world.  We either grow or decay.  We resist quick changes and there have not been any major changes made in the RBA.  His goal is to have an effective association that is efficient in the Kingdom business.  The 70 churches in RBA need each other.  He mentioned a need for the overall organization of RBA to be revisited to be sure all bases are covered for the future.

Miscellaneous Business:  Woodland Heights Baptist Church has elected an anniversary committee to celebrate their 210th anniversary in April 2010.  An invitation was extended for them to host the RBA Spring Meeting at their church in conjunction with the 210th anniversary celebration.  Rev. du Plessis accepted their invitation and expressed appreciation for it.

There was no further business, and the meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m. with a prayer of dismissal by DOM Pete du Plessis.

Respectfully Submitted,

Joyce Clemmons, Clerk
Richmond Baptist Association

BAPTIST CENTERS EDUCATION FUND

GUIDELINES

1. At all times ninety percent (90%) of the income from the fund shall be available for scholarship(s) as specified herein, and ten percent (10%) of the income shall be retained and become part of the principal of the fund.

2. The allowable income from the fund shall be used for the awarding of scholarship(s) to persons involved in the ministries and recipients of the ministries of the Baptist Centers operated by the Richmond Baptist Association, such scholarship(s) to provide tuition and other educational expenses, including, but not limited to, textbook expenses, for persons regardless of age, seeking to further their career, educational or training goals, including graduate or professional school.

Unused income may be accumulated to be used in subsequent years.

3. The awarding of scholarships will be decided by a committee composed of the following: Chairperson of the Centers Support Group, the Directors of the Centers, and the RBA Director of Missions.

4. The Committee shall consider the applicant’s personal responsibility, career plans, financial needs, and the scholastic ability of the applicant.

5. No scholarship shall be more than $1,000 per year and shall be made payable directly to the school or institution in which the recipient is, or is to be enrolled.

6. The Directors of the Centers will be responsible for identifying appropriate candidates for scholarship assistance.

7. The present Application Form, with the present printed date up-dated, shall be used for the candidates.
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